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Week 4 Extra Clue

SPOILER ALERT....
Page down,

if you would like
to read the clue,
however if you
want to proceed
without the clue
stop reading here.
Page down,
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without the clue

stop reading here.

Week 4 is proving to be more challenging than previous weeks. So far 16 hours after the challenge
was release, only 1 solution has been provided, and he spent over 2 hours working on it.
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Keep in mind that | did state that it is possible to recover this table with no data loss, and one
person has done that. And yes, this can be completed with no data loss. Also | would like to point
out that the winning solution provided by Randolph West was slightly different than my solution, so
there are indeed 2 ways to solve this.

Also, | would like to reiterate my previous statement of "100% of the data can be recovered without
the dirty tricks of DBCC WritePage". It is indeed true that this can be solved without using DBCC
WritePage, it doesn't however state that it can't be solved using DBCC WritePage. | just think that
using DBCC WritePage in this case would turn out to be much more tedious than you might think. |
will still accept answers that use DBCC WritePage, there are just easier ways to do this.

Several people have stated that this is too diabolical and have asked for a clue.

Here is the first clue.

Several have discovered that multiple pages in the [Customers] table are corrupt, in fact many
pages are corrupt. | don't think there is a reasonable way to save the pages that currently exist in
the [Customers] table.

| tried the following which failed with an interesting error message:

So | ended up doing the nasty REPAIR_ALLOW_DATA_LOSS, which left me with an interesting
[Customers] table.

Keep in mind that the above statement does cause data loss, but | did state that this can be done
with no data loss, so the big question is if CheckTable destroys data, how do | get it back, how do |
know what was destroyed?

End of clues...

Related Links

e Current Scores

e Change Data Capture

e Newsletter Sign up

e Database Corruption Challenge T-Shirt
e Week 1, Week 2, Week 3

e Database Corruption Worksheet

Database Corruption Challenge Sponsored by
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http://stevestedman.com/server-health/database-corruption-challenge/current-scores/
http://stevestedman.com/2015/04/tsql-change-data-capture/
http://stevestedman.com/2015/04/newsletter-mailing-list-added/
http://stevestedman.com/2015/04/database-corruption-challenge-t-shirt/
http://stevestedman.com/server-health/database-corruption-challenge/week-1-database-corruption-challenge/
http://stevestedman.com/server-health/database-corruption-challenge/week-2-database-corruption-challenge/
http://stevestedman.com/server-health/database-corruption-challenge/week-3-database-corruption-challenge/
http://stevestedman.com/server-health/database-corruption-challenge-worksheet/
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